T HE BIG P ICTURE
A basketball zipped past my head and Tim Duncan himself came over to retrieve it. My husband laughed
as I was rendered speechless for once. He had gotten us wonderful seats to a Spurs game, so close to
the players’ bench that I could have reached out and touched one if the security guard had been willing.
The game went on and I excitedly posted pictures of it to Facebook, happily reading the comments
while the game whizzed around us. Suddenly, though, a slew of notifications from Facebook lit up my
phone screen. They were pictures friends had taken of my husband and me on THEIR television screens,
with Tony Parker and Tim Duncan right by my head.
I was on the huge screens in the stadium, on the televised version of the game in millions of people’s
homes and I did not even see it. The pictures people were sending us were of two greats of the NBA
making a spectacular play with my head in the middle, only I was looking down, at my phone. I was not
even paying attention to the game because I was completely focused on the little picture in my hands
instead of the bigger picture that went around the world.
In leadership, how many times has it happened that we become so drawn in to the little picture that
we lose sight of the bigger things going on? Our natural thinking is small, while God’s thinking and plans
encompass eternity. As a leader, it is key that you see God’s thinking about yourself and then others.
You cannot see the bigger picture about anyone else until you realize the bigger picture about yourself.
Graham Cooke says, God has pictures of you that are just way different, way bigger. What… is important
is when we live in our spirit man we start to rise up in God’s perception of us. That is why God gives us
prophecies, why He gives us scripture, because He is defining who we are. And you are always defined
by who you are in Jesus. He will never define you according to your old nature because it is dead. He is
redefining you according to your new nature so get over your bad self and come into your good self so
we can all have some fun.
Get your eyes off the small picture. Enlarge and reframe your thinking, and bring it into alignment with
what God says. Delight in His plans. Worship Him for the goodness that He is lavishing on you today
and in your future. Revel in coming into agreement with what He believes about you.
Romans 8:5-8 Those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who are according to the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For the mindset on the flesh is death, but the
mindset on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mindset on the flesh is hostile towards God for it
does not subject itself to the law of God for it is not even able to do so and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.
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P RACTICAL A PPLIC ATION
You have heard both Jane Hansen Hoyt and Graham Cooke say, Identity is the key to transformation.
All of us in Aglow have been on a journey since 2004 to find out how we are known in Heaven. Once
you know who you are from Heaven’s point of view, then you know how you are supposed to live
within yourself and towards other people.
Graham Cooke said, God always works from the whole to the particular. If you are going to accept your
identity, you have to accept the whole identity. Abraham had to accept that “I am going to be the father
of many nations” even when he had no children. You have to accept the whole of who you are to be a
GameChanger. You have to study your words. You have to start seeing yourself the way God sees you.
Write it out. You have to do it as a matter of absolute urgency.
Several things combined will help you to begin to see yourself as God sees you. Let’s get started with
discovering the real you! You may need another sheet of paper for your answers.

1. Thinking of any prophetic words that you have received. What common words or statements
have been repeated to you? Give simple answers, even one word.

2. What are some of your favorite scriptures? Often you can find clues in those scriptures to your
Heavenly identity. Those scriptures are God’s way of saying, “You are attracted to this scripture
because you actually hear Me in your spirit man, relating to you from this scripture.”
(If the scripture has the name of person – like David, or Daniel, or Esther, or Deborah – God has
given you that scripture because He has placed those character same traits in you. Write down
the name of any person(s) in your favorite scriptures and then jot beside the name, the
characteristics you see in them. God sees those same characteristics in you!)

3. What are you passionate about? One friend has been passionate about giving all her life, long
before she realized God is relating to her as a Joseph, one who knows how to prepare in the
time of plenty in a way that will carry a people group through a time of little.
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4. If you find you are struggling with this, relax. Do you have friends in the room? Like Shelly at the
basketball game, your friends often see the REAL you before you do! Ask them to give you words
to describe how they see you.

5. Now, take all the words you have gathered and begin to form simple sentences about your
identity. For example, I am a Joseph. God has given me wisdom to gather provision during a
time of plenty that will sustain His people and others during a time of lack. I am a friend to all I
meet. I have wisdom from God that causes me to be able to interpret dreams. I am
compassionate and forgive others easily, especially members of my own family – both physically
and from the household of faith – who have wronged me. I never seek to return wrong for
wrong! When I have the ability to bless, I do, eagerly!

With practice, listening in to the Holy Spirit, and drawing from your favorite scriptures and prophetic
words, you will soon have an identity statement that you can proclaim aloud into the atmosphere when
the enemy comes to make you doubt yourself. Stand strong and see yourself like God sees you! (For
further assistance in writing your identity statement, see How to Prepare Your Identity Statement found
on the Aglow website under Resources > Global Leader Development > Skits > How to Prepare Your
Identity Statement.

GameChanging Truths for Fireside Chats: The BIG Picture

Page 3

